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1132 spider • spindle 

SpiMler \'spi-d3r\ n [ME spyder. alter, of spithre: akin to OE spinnan to 
spin] (15c) 1 ; any of an order (Arancae syn. Araneida) of arachnids 
having the abdomen usu. unsegmented and constricted at the base, 
chelicerae modified into poison fangs, and two or more pairs of abdom- 
mal spinnerets for spinning threads of silk used in making cocoons for 
their eggs> nests for themselves, or webs to catch prey 2 : a cast-iron 
frying pan orig. made with short feet to stand among coals on the 
hearth 3 : any of various devices consisting of a frame or skeleton 
with radiating arms or members — spi>der*ish \-d3-rish\ adj — spl- 
der.Iike \-d9r.Jik\ adj 

spider crab n (ca. 1710) : any of a family (Majidae) of crabs with ex- 
tremely long legs and nearly triangular bodies which they often cover 
with kelp 

spider mite n (1870) : any of several small wcb-spinning mites (family 
letranychidae) that attack forage and crop plants — called also red 
spider 

*K?f Li?l?S!^?li^i^^^ ' of New World mon- 

yl^h^l^cSen^S^^^ °' rudimentary, and a 

*!!!™ " i\94A) ; a widely grown houseplant (Chlorophytum 

comosum var. vanegatum) of the lily family having long narrow green 

tSrfof^USeE^n^oL^*^*^ producing white nowerfS 

luiis oi piantlets on long hangmg stems 

*Sf!l*!!'*^®" ^ spi-dar-.webV n (ca. 1649) 1 : the network of silken 

for^JP;;?.^^^ "'^^ ""l^ "^<^^ «s « resting placTaid as a trtp 

«S^«JfISK ^* somethmg that resembles or suggests a spiderweb 

IS ^^^^^^^ 

,!i??jr.*?'5?i'K^.«™8c^^^^ 2: infested with spiders 



iiM n wtiviiKc uiiariKcmeni c~ lace) 

iron J (1868) : a composition of iron that 



sen, fr. 5/7/ege/ mirror + Risen i looo; : a composition of iron 
'sm"ef V wJ^^^^^^ manganes'e and 4.5 to 6.5 S2?cem carbon" 

lo reveij VI u»70) 1 : to play music 2 : to talk volublv or extravn. 
Sieli;r~siU.l',°r\r' " « «t'UST- 

'*^if ysPi»"\ 5cof var o/speer 

spiff \spif\ vb [E dial, spiff dandified] (1877) : spruce — usu 
wjii" «P <r your wardrobe) — spiffid-up Upif t^ao^ adi 
spiffy Vspi-fex adj splff-i^r; -est 0853) :fhie looking , smart Ca - 

the top of a wall) to prevent passage b (1) : one of several metfll 
r '".I^^^.s^*^ heel ofa shoe to i^pTove Q) p 

? 1 ^ • resembling a spike: as a : a vounc 

hr^n.l'S centimeters) long b • an un? 

branched antler of a youn| deer 4 p/ : shoes with spike heels 5 • the 
act or an instance of spiking (as in volleybaM) 6 "2 : a piintfd eie! 
mcni in a graph or tracing b : an unusually high and sha?ply drfiSS 
maximurn (as of amplitude in a wave train) 7 shnit^ iRiinfi^ 

elSPri.^ nn;/,T'"?"'^^ '^^'^ '"^^^^^ fall iS thi r^d Tan 
clectnc potential; also : action potential 9 ; an abruptsharD in- 
crca^mpnccs orrates --spike.llke\..lIk\ad/ ^ ^^^^^ 

2*^ fP*''-'"^ Q"*> 1 • to fastei or furnish with spikes 

Lkp inf^'^K**'*^ ^? muzzle-loading cannon) temporarily brdriving^ 
^mor> 3 a'.7n nJ.?.' to.suppress or block completely l^^edthl 
fl " • P*^*^^ °'" PP*^« ^'t** o"" on a spike b : toreiccl (as 
LhT^ or publication or broadcast for editorial reasons 4 a : tS 
alcoholic beverage to (a drink) b : to addTomcthina hiihW 
reactive (as a radioactive tracer to c: to add vitality Sst or «ni^^^^^ 
: LIVES <spiked the speech with humor) <-X broth ^ 
: o dnve (as a volleyball) sharply downward S5?h aTard b^SSf fl&o 
dirci'^I^^if l^^^^^y <^^'^^^ ball in the end zone) 6 : ti un? 

ipik'^'dif^ir^^ 
sSk2r\?pikt'%D^^^^^ 

Hofwl 2 . h^.-'^o ^'^^ * • ^'^^'"g an innorescence that is 

«iffl u V ^aX^"J? a sharp projecting point mai is 

sp kl Vlvi^di? vl^iw" "^^d ^O'"^** '^hocs 

spiKe iBvenaer \ spik-\ n lalier. of E dial, spick lavenderl (Ifi07) • a 
European mint (Lamndula)atifolia) related t?true lavender " 
''S^h;'t^Sl'V""n'^ " <15'2' ■■ « or secondary sp"ke! W: one 

*5!il5*""°w*' V^P""'?"**) " tM^. ff- MFor ML; MF spicanarde fr ML 

thevalenan famny from which spikenard is believed ti have been de- 
Sm?aro'ma?rcr^?.Tn'3"pa^?c?el'^^^^^^^ °' "« '"""V 

Tif7».^„To"r,VnS*baJj'''-^ " ' " 

spiky also spikey \'spi.ke\ arfj spik.i^r; -est (1720) t • of relating 
o, or characterized by spikes 2 : sharply irritating or aceVbic as ^ 
temper or manner) 3 tfr. the alleged hSrehnew of such "ewsV 



: '"'v-iiiiB i-vin5iu-\^ 

,\-hp-'f> fl^^v -— spik.i.ness \-ke-nas\ n 
'spile \*spi(3)l\ n [prob. fr. D ^ ' 



ISilfa'slJ""^ l:.to plug with a spile 2: to supply 



"spill VspilX v6 spilled X'spild, 'spilt\ also spilt \'spilt\; spilLing [ME 
fr. OE spillan: akin to OE spildan to destroy and perh. to L spoUuit 
animal skin, Gk sphallein to cause to fall] vt (bcf. 12c) 1 a arclm^ 
: KILL. DESTROY b : to cause (blood) to flow 2 : to cause or allow csp ' 
accidentally or unintentionally to fall, flow, or run out so as to be losl 
or wasted 3 a : to relieve (a sail) from the pressure of the wind sou ^ 
to reef or furl it b : to relieve the pressure or (wind) on a sail by com- 
ing about or by adjusting the sail with lines 4 : to throw off or out<i 
horse '^ed him) 5 : to let out : DIVULGE a secret) ^ \i 1 a : lo: 
flow, run, or fall out, over, or off and become wasted, scattered, or lofl 
b : to cause or allow something to spill 2 : to spread profusely oc 
beyond bounds (crowds ^ed into the streets) 3 : to fall from oneV 
place (as on a horse) — spilLable N'spi-la-balN adj — spilUr n - 
spill the beans : to divulge secret or hidden information 
spill n tea. 1845) 1 : the act or an instance of spilling: esp : a fall from 
3^J«n"%?i;i*^^'^^°/.^"x*'"'^'P°5'^'<>" 2: something spilled 
« . 1 lL^*n ^^^^ 1= 9 wooden splinter 2 : a slender piece:u 

a : a metallic rod or pin b (1) : a smafi roll or twist of paper or sUd 
of wood for lighting a fire (2) : a roll or cone of pai^r M?Sng as • 
cn?noi'o^.*^^^P*«/°.'«>^^^^ SPiLE^ serving asi 

""n^^V!^^^^^^ %t^^^t[S\^' ^ pes! 

l^???-^**'"'''^,^'''^ ^-^'^^ '"^"^ ^ » 920) 1 ; the act or an instance 
^i;^S^^^^^^^ -er 3 : an extenS-S 

T ten^b"^^^^^^^^^ water to run over or 

^tiS tVSuV''' ^'''P=n\' sPin.ning [ME spinnen. fr. OE spinnan: 

f£if om"? TS^" 'P'" ^"^ P^''*'- ^« Lith ipp5f/ to set (a Sri 
}ilrli i° draw out and twist fiber into yVrn or thread 2 - to 

iTof i\'Sfir •■^P'd'y hardening fluid - usri 

csp. of a spider or insect .3 a ; to revolve rapidly : gyrate b • io 

n„*li" 1'*!^'- <'?^>' head is spinninl 4 : to moll swift 

"fioiVi^'V^.?" "^^^^^ ^ /^'^^^ 5 : to r,sh with spanning n 

« * " ^-^^r ^""P'o"^ J to fall in a spin b : to plunge hclDlesslv 
\hf^d^VTl?rA^'i 1 ^^'drawVand^wiinfoyam^^^ 
2 • ?o forS. f^^f "S^k" ^^''^'^"Lfi **'^^'"8 « fibrous material 

ZirV^nH ? ^ f * T?** or cocoon) by spinning 3 a ; to stretch out™ 
extend (as a story) lengthily : protract — Ssu. used with ou " b • ?o 
r*'^^'' °' ^^bricate by processes of mind orimaginXn <- S 
^nfTrhrllir? i ™P"t spin to a top) * 5 : to shaw 

iS§ pr^i^f nianufacture; afao : to manufacture by I 

'-''a? in«V/ril?^f*«,' ' ^''^ ?^ spinning or twirling something; aha 
.an instance of spmnmg or of spinning something (doing axels aS 
Us t^rSirorTnM ^ ' thewhiriingmSSio^nlmpartcd 

«^ Sn^ShlLIs VJ?Pfo^^« '^n""J>"* ' ^" «f"rsion or ride in a vehicle 
oJJ^Sr ^ ? ® I ^" serial maneuver or flight condi- 

axU o??he ai"rSuL^-''T^'3^**°" ^"^ "^'^ long tSdin ! 

axis of the airplane inclined steeply downward b : a plunginldcscen 
or downward spiral c : a state of mental confusion (in a 3^ » 
?he^?Sin„^ ^/ ^" elementary particle fhat if visualiz^'a? 

,^2 A ^^'^ ''^'"^'^ °" "i^*'* that is responsible for mw- 
rnomentum and magnetic moment b : the anguSr 
momentum associated with such rotation whose magnitude is ouan 
tized and which may assume either of two possible diwtioi^s^L • ?hc 
i^L??"'*'"*"'" of particles derived frSm"htip m 

nhl?/ 7*°**°"'^ °f particles 4 : a special point of v ew em- 
?9ln:fis°; ra^.?v^S2 "^^^^ - ^he findfngs)^::^ 

spi.na bi-fi.da ypl-na-'bi-fa-d^X n [NL, lit., spine split in twol (1720) 

tS^a°d±* i^'?'""' '"""^ for lis .SibS l^^t 

T * « : something unwanted, ore- 

^ ^Pi-"'^\ ^''^ <I578) 1 ; of, relating to, or situated near the 
nex^^"h . Lv- 'o^l; ""^'^''l* '""Ur the spinal c^^^^^^^^ 

^^tJ^nWr^J^^K "I spinal cord functionally isolated (as by surgical 
orr«%"fe^sp*^^^^^^ of.r/latinlto. 

^spinal n (1944) : a spinal anesthetic 

spinal canal n ( 1 845) : vertebral canal 

spinal column n (1836) : the axial skeleton of the trunk and tail ofa 
^f^fK • articulated series of vertebSe Ind prot^t" 

ing the spinal cord — called also backbone Proieci 

spinal cord n (1836) : the cord of nervous tissue that extends from the 
ni?;? if «'onfi the back in the vertebra canal S^vc^ off he 

pairs of spmal nerves, carries impulses to and from he brain and 
Ira^ illlstrS ""^ coordinating many reflex acu"l-TcS 

^'^oin^r Jf^rv?'^K 1 " ^f^^ * ganglion on the dorsal root of each 
soS neurons " °^ ^ °' ^^^ing cell bodies of?e^. 

cSLl^'*'^ \*spi.n;i-e\ arfv (1885) : with respect to or along the spine 
fnin« J^fXT^f" •■^^^^ • °f »he paiTed nerv« Xch Sve ,he 
limhJ ^ craniate vertebrate, supply muscles of the trunk and 

wh^h ^^"^ """^^ °f *he sympathetic nervous system, 

which anse by a short motor ventral root and a short sensory doS 
Th? n^rl'Lf L""^'"^ ""1% P^'" humans classif ed Sc?S?ding^ 
'P??' ^^'^ ^'""^ ^hich they arise into 8 cervicaJ pai«° 
12 thoracic pairs, 5 lumbar pairs, 5 sacral pairs, and one coccvoeal 
ISinU 2c?7"f ^ " [ME spmrfe/. U.OE spinel; akinTo OE^ptt o 
f£^5?th3 v«r„*JnV V°""'^ '^"'^'*"^^.*^P^''^d used to form and 
♦KrfiJ^ ^^^"^ spinning b : the long slender pin by which the 

te'^J' TV^ ^ spinning wheel c : aSy of various rbds or p ns 
holding a bobbin in a textile machine (as a spinning frame) d: ?he p?n 



in a loom shuttle e 
base on which papci 
2 : something shape 
of chiefly mtcrotubv 

tributed during mit( 
bar or shaft usu. of : 

the latch or bolt of a 

in a baluster) (2) : i 
than a shaft (2) : 
pivot ends d : the p 

^Spindle vb $pin«dte 

1 : to shoot or grow 
stem rather than to I 
forate on the spike o 
furniture) with spind 

spindle cell /I (18781 
spin-dle-legged Vs 
: having long slende 
8pln*dle-shanked \ 
spindle tree n (154 

trees, or vines (genu: 

spin-dling \'spin(d)- 
spin-dly Vspin(d)*le. 
disproportionately t 
physical weakness <• 
ture 

spin doctor n (198< 
ensuring that others 

spin-dritt Vspin-,drit 
a strong wind + E i 
waves during a gale 

spine \'spm\ n (ME, 
spica ear of grain] (I 
bling a spinal colum 
. : the part of a book 
of which usu. appea 
: a stiff pointed plai 
part 3: a sharp ng 
unsegmented fin ray 
spined \'spind\ adj 

spine-chill«ing \-,cl 

spi>nel or spi-nelle ' 
(1528) 1 : a hardc 
sium and aluminum 
is used as a gem 2 
oxides of magnesium 

spine>less \'spin-l3s> 
les 2 a : having 
strength of charactci 

spin«et \'spi-n3t also 
fr. L; fr. the manner 
chord having a singit 
: a compactly built s 

Spin fishing n(19S0: 

spi>ni*fex Vspi-n3-,f< 
at DO] (1846) : any 
Triodia) with spiny s 

spin*na-ker \'spi>ni' 
(1866) : a large tria 
li^ht pole and used 
wind 

spin*ner X'spi-narX n 

2 : a fisherman's tu 
blade, or set of w: 
drawn through the \ 
metal fairing that i: 
propeller boss and 
movable arrow that 
cate the number or 
may make in a board 

spin*ner*et \,spi-n> 

organ (as of a spidt 
ducing threads of s: 
silk glands 2 or 
metal plate, thimble 
through which a che 
lulose) is forced in tl 
nylon) 

spin»ney Vspi-ne\ n, 
pine thorn, fr. L spin 
growth 

spin*nlne \'spi-nin\ 
cast by use of a light 
spinning frame n ( 

yarn 

spinning Jen^ny 

early multiple-spindl 
spinning reel n (19 

which the line is wc 

disengaged to allow I 
Spinning rod n(187C 

reel 

spinning wheel n (1 

machine for spinning 
spin-off \'spin-|6fV / 
stockholders of parti 
also : the new compi 
or derived product 
products <the ~ fron 
tive or derivative of 
character popular in 
spin off v/(1950): t 
spun of/ its compute 
establish or become i 




If. 



1140 spruce • squamosal 

<spruce VspriisX v6 spruced; spruoing vt ( 1 594) : to make spruce — 
often used with up ~ vi ; to make oneself spruce up a bit) 
2spruce aJi spruc^r; spruc«est [perh. fr. obs. E Spruce leather leather 
■ ' imported from Prussia) (1599) : neat or smart in appearance : TRIM — 

spruce.ly arfv — spruce-ness rt r^mitAifW i 

»spruce n [obs. Spruce Prussia, fr. ME. alter, of Pruce. fr. OF] 0670) 1 
a • any of a genus (Picea) of evergreen trees of the pmc family with a 
conical head of dense foliage and soft light wood b : any of several 
, coniferous trees (as Douglas fir) of similar habit 2 ; the wood of a 

' spruce beer n ( 1 500) : a beverage flavored with spruce; esp ; one made 

.1 • from spruce twigs and leaves boiled with molasses or sugar and fer- 

spruce* ISudworm n (1884) : a tortricid moth (Choristoneura 
Jumiferana) whose larva feeds on evergreen trees (as spruce and balsam 
. . ■ fir) in the northern U.S. and Canada . ^ _ . 

spruce pine n (1684) : an American tree (as some pines and spruces or 
the common eastern hemlock) of the pine family with light., soft, or 

sprucyVsprii-se\adf/spruc«i»er; -est (1774): SPRUCE ^ . . . 

isprue \'spru\ n [origin unknown] (1880) 1 : the hole through which 
J; metal or plastic is poured into the gate and thence into a mold 2 : the 

waste piece cast in a sprue ^.-i /iqqo^ t 

2sprue n [D spruw: akin to MLG spruwe, a kind of tumor] (1888) 1 
«• . ' CELIAC DISEASE 2 : a disease of tropical regions that is of unknown 

cause and is characterized by fatty diarrhea and malabsorption of nu- 
trients — called also tropical sprue 

snruntL past and past part of SPRWG . ^ . ^ 

sprung rhythm n (1877) : a poetic rhythm designed to approximate 
the natural rhythm of speech and characterized by the f^f^^"* J-J^!^ 
position of single accented syllables and the occurrence of mixed types 

sprlTvsprA adj spri-er or spryer Vspri(.3)ry. spri-est or spry-est 

Vspri.3St\ [perh. of Scand origin; akin to Sw dial, sprygg spry] (1746) 
; fjiMBLE 1 <a - 75-year-old> - spry-ly — spry-ncss n . 
»spud \'sp3d\ vb spud*ded; spud^ding vt (1652) 1 : to dig with a 
spud 2 : to begin to drill (an oil well) ~ vi : to use a spud . 
■ ' ispud n [ME spudde dagger) (1667) 1 : a tool or device (as for digging, 

lifting, or cutting) having the charactcnstics of a spade and a chisel 2 

4puine^Vspyum\ n [ME, fr. MF. fr. L spuma — more at foam] (14c) 
: frothy matter on liquids : foam. SCUM — spu-mous Vspyu-mM\ adj 
— spumy \-me\ adj ^ ^ ^ 

2spttme VI spumed; spum-ing ( 14c) : froth, foam 
. spu*mo-ni or spu*mo-ne \spu-'mo-ne\ n [It spumone. aug. of spuma 

foam, fr. L] ( 1 924) ; ice cream in layers of different colors, flavors, and 
textures often with candied fruits and nuts 

spun past and past part of s?w , ^ ^ 

^' spun-bond-ed Vspan-.ban-dadX adj (1961) : of or relating to a non- 

woven polymeric material that resembles cloth or fabnc . 

spun glass n (1779) 1 : blown glass that has slender threads of glass 
incorporated in it 2 : fiberglass 

ispunk VspaokX n [ScGacl spon«, sponge, tinder, fr. L spo«gifl spongej 
^ (1582) 1 a : a woody tinder : punk b : any of vanous fungi used to 

^ make tinder 2: mettle. PLUCK 3 : spirit. LIVELINESS 

^punk vi ( 1 840) dial : to show spirit — usu. used with up 
sDunk*ie Vsnan-keX n (1727) Scot : IGNISFATUUS 1 
lSS5kA'sp3r?k5\ ad) spunk.i.er; -est (1786) : full of spunk : spir- 
ited — spunk.i-Iy \.k»-le\ adv — spunk.i-ness \-ke-nas\ n 
- spun sugar n (1846) : sugar boiled to long threads and gathered up 

and shaped or heaped on a stick as a candy , , , «»v kk., -» 

SDun yarn n (14c) 1 : a textile yarn spun from staple-length fiber i 
: a small rope or stuff formed of tWo or more rope yarns loosely 
. twisted and used for seizings esp. on board ship . , t, 

»spur \'sp3r\ n [ME spure, fr. OE spura: akin to OE spurnan to kick 
more at spurn] (bef. 12c) 1 a : a pointed device secured to a nder s 
heel and used to urge on the horse b pi [fr. the acquisition of spurs by 
a person achieving knighthood) : recognition and reward for achieve- 
ment (won his academic ~s as the holder of a chair in a university — 
James Mountford) 2 : a goad to action : stimulus 3 : something 
. . , projecting like or suggesting a spur: as a : a projecting root or branch 

of a tree, shrub, or vine b ( 1 ) : a stiff sharp spine (as on the winp or 
legs of a bird or insect); esp : one on a cock s leg (2) : a gaff for a 
gamecock c : a hollow projecting appendage of a corolla or calyx (as 
in larkspur or columbine) d : a bony outgrowth (as on the h«l of the 
foot) e : CLIMBING IRON 4 a : an angular projection, offshoot, or 
branch extending out beyond or away from a mam body or formation; 
«n : a ridge or lesser elevation that extends laterally from a mountain 
or mountain range b : a railroad track that branch^ off ^rom a main 
line 5 : a reinforcing buttress of masonry in a fortification syn see 
MOTIVE ~ on the spur of the moment : on impulse : suddenly 
2spur v6 spurred; spur^ring (13c) 1 : t o "rgc <a horse) on w^^^ 
spurs 2 : to incite to action or accelerated growth or development 
: STIMULATE 3: to put spurs on vi : to spur one s horse on 
spurge Vsp3rj\ n [ME. fr. MF, purge, spurge, fr. espurgier to purge, fr 
L e^purgare L more at expurgate] (14c) : any of a ^^r^^^Xllf^^'-^nd 
of the family Euphorbiaceae, the spurge family) of chieny herbs and 
shrubs with a bitter milky juice ^ , . 

spur gear n (1823) : a gear wheel with radial teeth 
parallel to its axis — called also 5pwr w/iee/ 
spurge laurel n (1597) : a low Eurasian shrub 
{Daphne laureola) with oblong evergreen leaves and 
axillary racemes of yellowish flowers 
SpU'rlH>us \'spyur-c-3S\ adf/ [LL & L; LL spunus false, 
fr L, of illegitimate birth, fr. spurius. n., bastard] 
. ' . (1598) 1 : of illegitimate birth : bastard 2 : out- 

. • wardly similar or corresponding to something without 

having its genuine qualities i false 3 a : of falsified 
. ' or erroneously attributed origin ; FORGED b : of a 

deceitful nature or quality — spu»rl-OUS-ly adv — 

. ■ tlpSSfvsp^mT^^^ 

Lspernere to spurn, Gk spairein to.quiver] 

. STUMBLE b : KICK 2 flrchflic : to reject something disdainfully ~ vt 




gear 



1 : to tread sharply or heavily upon : trample 2 : to reject I 

dain or contempt : scorn syn sec decline — spurn«€r n J 
'spurn n (14c) 1 a : kick b obs : stumble 2 a : disdaiii 

tion b : contemptuous treatment ^ . • B 

spur-of-the-moment adj (1948) : wcurnng or devclopiii|| 

premeditation : hastily extemporized <a decision) , 
spurred N'spardX adj (15c) 1 : wearing spurs 2 : having one 

spurs <a violet) 

spur>rey or spur-ry \'spar-e, 'sp»-rc\ n. pi spurreys or sjm 
rp«m>. fr. ML spergula) (1577) : a small white-nowered 
weed iSpergula arvensis) of the pink family with whorW 
leaves; also : any of several related and similar herbs 

»spurt VspartX vb [perh. akin to MHO spiirzen to spit, OE ^ 
sprout - more at sprout] vi (1570) : to gush forth : spout ^ 
expel in a stream or jet : squirt 

^spurt n (ca. 1775) : a sudden gush : JET ■ , 

3spurt n [origin unknown] (ca. 1591) 1 : a short penod Of « 

MENT 2 a : a sudden brief burst of effort or activity b : m 

sudden increase in business activity 

Spurt VI (1664); to make a spurt ,,,,,,, l- n c . J 
spur*tle \'sp3r-t1\ n [origin unknown] (1756) chiefly Scotii 
stick for stirring porridge v ^ \. 

sputmik V'sput-nik. 'spat-, 'sPut-X n [Russ. lit., traveling coi 
i so with + p«f path] (1957): satellite 2b 
isput-ter \'spa-t3rV vb [akin to D sputteren to sputter] v/U55 
spit or squirt from the mouth with explosive sounds 2 i to j 
ily or explosively in confusion or excitement 3 : to disloC^ 
from the surface of a material by collision with high enerp| 
also : to deposit (a metallic film) by such a process ^ w 1:1 
squirt particles of food or saliva noisily from the mouth <Jf 
explosively or confusedly in anger or excitement 3 : to mab« 
popping sounds — sput»ter»er « ^ . . 
^sputter n (1673) I : confused and excited speech or i 
: the act or sound of sputtering i„ t . ^1 

spytum VspyU-tOTi, 'spU-X n, pi spu-ta \-t3\ [L. fr. neut. rf^ 
of spuere to spit — more at SPEW] (ca. 1693) : cxpectortf 
made up of saliva and often discharges from the respirators 
'spy \'spi\ vb spied; spy*ing [ME spien, it OF espter, of G 
akin to OHO spehon to spy; akin to L specere to look, look a 
testhai A skopein to watch, look at, consider] v/ (13c) i: 
secretly usu. for hostile purposes 2 : to catch sight of: 
search or look for intensively vi 1 : to observe or sea«i| 
thing : LOOK 2 : to watch secretly as a spy . 
2spy n, p/ spies (13c) 1 : one that spies; a : one who 
watch on a person or thing to obtain information b : ap( 
ployed by one nation to secretly convey classified mformaw 
gic importance to another nation; also : a person wnoc-_ 
trade secrets of one company to another 2 : an act of spyaff 
spy.glassVspi..glas\n (1706): a small telescope « 
spy-mas-tcr \*spi-.mas-t9r\ n (1938) : the head of a nnj a 
director of intelligence . ^ , ^ • • 
squab \'skwab\ n, pi squabs fprpb- of Scand origin; akm« 
Ikyabb anything soft and thick] (1664) 1 a : coucH b^| 
for a chair or couch 2 or pi squab : a fledgling bird, 
ling pigeon about four weeks old 3 : a short fat Pf.«on 
■SQuaMle Vskw*a-bal\ n [prob. of Scand ongin. akm toS»* 
be;disputel(1602) : a noisy altercation quarrel usu^tfM 
^squabble vi squab-bled; squab-blins \-b<»->l»a^ <^«)4),i 
noisily and usu. over trifles — squab-bler )-b(»-)»?f\ " 
isquad \'skwad\ n [MF esquade. fr. OSp & Olt; OSp ft.^ 
squadra, ultim. fr. (assumed) VL exquadrare to make sqittit| 
square] (1649) 1 : a small organized group of military pe« 
: a tactical unit that can be easily directed in the fidd 
group engaged in a commoii effort or occupation ^ 
4quad VI wad«ded; squadKling (ca. 1802) : to arraTigeff| 
squad car n (1938) : a police automobile connected byiW 
dio with headquarters — called also cruiser, prowl car ji 
squad>ron Vskwa-dran\ n [It squadrone, aug. oisguadrax 
(1562) ; aAinit of military organization: a : a cavalry umj 
a troop and lower than a regiment b : . a naval unit consffl 
or more divisions and sometimes additional vessels c J 
the U.S. Air Force higher than a flight and lower thani| 
military flight formation . ■ ^ tr. 

squadron leader n (1919) i a commissioned officering 
force who ranks with a major in the army < 
squad room n (1943) 1 : a room in a barracks used toh 
2 : a room in a police station where members of the lorcca. 
squa4eiie \'skwa.,len\ n [ISV. fr. \^squalu^ 
WHALE] (1916) : an acyclic hydrocarbon CjoHso that «r- 
uted in nature (as a major component of sebum and iatf« 
and is a precursor of sterols (as cholesterol) 
squaMd Vskwa-ladX fldi'[L sflua/Zdus rough, dirty, fr. 
covered with scales or dirt. fr. squalus dirty; perh. akin ton 
(1596) 1 : marked by filthiness and degradation fromDei 
erty 2 : sordid syn sec dirty — squaWd.ly adv-f 

isquall \*skw6l\ vb [prob. of Scand origin; akin to OHJ 
chatter] w (ca. 1631) : to cry out raucously : scream «4| 
in a stndent voice — squallier n 
^squall n( 1709): a raucous cry . ^ , , u 
^uall n (prob. of Scand origin; akin to Sw skval rusbinj « 
1 : a sudden violent wind often with ram or snow 2 ; if 

commotion v . . ti 
•squall VI (ca, 1890): to blow a squall 
squally \'skw6-lc\ adj squalM«er; -est (1719) 1 : i 

squa?lor\'skwa-l3r also 'skwa- or 'skwoA n [L. fr. squali 
quality or state of being squalid , 

squa-ma Vskwa-ms, 'skwaA n, pi squa.mae \skw»w 
[LUca. 1706): scale a/so: a structure resembling a scttj^ 

sqoa-mate \-jnat\ adj ( 1 826) : scaly reptiles) .M 

squa-ma.tion \skw3.'ma.shOT\ n (1881) 1 : thcstiterfl 
2 : the arrangement of scales on an animal 

*squa*mo4al \skw9-'mO-S3U -zdlN n (1848) : 



